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Gov. Tom Wolf recently announced the successful 
transfer of 121,234 people from the Tom Corbett 
Healthy PA plan to a fuller, better Medicaid expansion 
plan called HealthChoices. This is good news for 
people across the commonwealth.

This transfer provides greater health care coverage in 
a simpler and streamlined manner to Pennsylvanians 
who are most in need. All future applications will now 
go through the new simplified HealthChoices system.

The HealthChoices expansion moves low- and 
moderate-income Pennsylvanians to a single, 
comprehensive adult benefit package that provides 
enhanced coverage for both physical and behavioral 
health.  

Wolf announced the plan in February, because of 
obstacles to health care under Corbett’s plan. It 
resulted in: 1) patients having their benefits wrongfully 
denied; 2) extreme delays in processing applications; 
3) jeopardized coverage for people who were placed 
into a wrong benefits package.

I opposed the Corbett plan when it was proposed. 
I introduced a resolution that called on Corbett to 
drop his opposition to full Medicaid expansion. I 
also co-sponsored a bill that would have mandated 
full Medicaid expansion. Unfortunately, majority 
Republicans stopped both of those proposals.

Those who enrolled in the General Assistance and 
Select Plan program in December 2014 will be 

I encourage you to 
consider taking part 
in PennDOT’s Yellow 
Dot Program.

Pennsylvania’s 
Yellow Dot Program 
was created to 
assist citizens in 
the “golden hour” 
of emergency care 
following a traffic 
accident when they 
may not be able to communicate their needs 
themselves. Placing a yellow dot in your vehicle’s 
rear window alerts first responders to check your 
glove compartment for vital information to ensure 
you receive the medical attention you need. 

The program is a cooperative effort among the 
Pennsylvania Departments of Transportation, 
Health and Aging; the Pennsylvania State Police, 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission and first 
responders and local law enforcement. 

Participants complete a personal information 
form, which includes the participant’s name, 
contact information, emergency contact 
information, medical history and medications, 
allergies and the participant’s doctors’ names. 
A photo – showing only the participant’s head 
and shoulders – is then taped to the front of the 
completed information sheet.

The yellow dot decal provided in the program 
kit is placed in the lower left corner of the 
participant’s vehicle’s rear windshield. The decal 
should be no higher than 3 inches from the 
bottom of the windshield. This decal alerts first 
responders that vital information can be found in 
the vehicle.

Place the completed information sheet, with the 
attached picture, into the Yellow Dot folder, and 
then place the folder into the vehicle’s glove box.

For more information on Pennsylvania’s Yellow 
Dot Program or to request a kit, visit www.
YellowDot.pa.gov. You can also call PennDOT at 
(717) 787-6746 or my constituent services offices 
for help.

Thursday, May 14 | 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Lawncrest Recreation Center 
6000 Rising Sun Ave. 
Philadelphia 19111

Thursday, May 28  
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Johnnie’s Italian Fine 
Cuisine Restaurant 
4201 Comly St. 
Philadelphia 19145

HealthChoices, the state’s expanded Medicaid program, in effect

Please let me know what you think
If you see things here that you like, please let me know. Also please let me know about 
anything you think should have been here, or is erroneous or incomplete. I would be 
glad to discuss these or any other state issues with any individual or group of people.

As always, my offices are always available to serve you.

State Representative Mark B. Cohen, 202nd Legislative District

Capitol Office:  
127 Irvis Office Building 
P.O. Box 202202 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2202 
(717) 787-4117

transferred from the Private Coverage Option to the 
new streamlined adult benefit package.

New applicants will be enrolled in the new adult benefit 
package, with coverage provided by the HealthChoices 
managed care organizations.

Phase 2 will begin in July and end in September. All 
remaining Private Coverage Option enrollees will 
transfer into HealthChoices by Sept. 1, 2015.

Meantime, I am worried that legislative Republicans will 
attempt to make cuts to the program, similar to what 
is being proposed in Washington, D.C. by those who 
don’t like the federal Obamacare health plan.

Yellow Dot can help during emergencies

State Rep. Mark Cohen & Rising Sun 
Business Revitalization Group Present…
Older Adults Health & Fitness Fair

You’re invited to Rep. Mark Cohen’s 
Older Adult Health and Wellness Cookout

 Car registrations, special tags, handicap placards, 
titles and driver’s license applications

 Information on financial assistance for higher 
education 

 Assistance in obtaining and completing state forms of 
all kinds

 Voter registration and absentee ballot applications
 Unemployment compensation, disability and workers’ 

compensation
 Birth and death certificates
 Problems with the Department of Human Services 

(food stamps, medical and income assistance)
 Pennsylvania income tax questions or problems
 Requests for literature of all kinds – bills, regulations, 

statutes, Pennsylvania maps, senior citizen 
information

 Citations from the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives for outstanding accomplishments and 
family milestones

 Complaints or questions about utilities and the Public 
Utility Commission 

 Complaints and problems with insurance companies
 Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications
 Property Tax/Rent Rebate problems or questions
 Problems or questions about the state lottery
 PACE prescription assistance for senior citizens
 Consumer complaints
 Liquor Control Board concerns or questions
 Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or groups
 Information about federal, state and local government 

agencies
 Any problem with state government!

My office can help you with:

7012 Castor Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19149 
(215) 342-6340 
Mon. – Fri. 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

6349 Rising Sun Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19111 
(215) 342-2167  
(215) 342-2168 
Mon. – Fri. 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

District Offices: 

For either event please RSVP to Deb Whittingham by calling (215) 342-2167 or email 
dmurphy-whittingham@pahouse.net or Wesley Brown – wbrown@pahouse.net.

Visit with 40+ exhibitors who will have information on a variety of topics including:
 Bureau of Consumer Protection 
 PACE/PACENET Program 
 SEPTA 

 Blood pressure and dental screenings 
 Fitness tips 

 (A free light lunch will be provided)



For more information, visit www.HealthChoicesPA.com.
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As a longtime advocate for increasing Pennsylvania’s 
minimum wage, I was pleased to hear Gov. Tom Wolf 
make a similar case in his state budget address in 
March.

Again this session, I have introduced and co-sponsored 
several pieces of legislation that would hike the 
minimum wage from its current rate of $7.25 an hour. 
My latest plan would mirror the federal proposal sought 
by U.S. Senate Democrats to raise the wage to $12 an 
hour within a four-year period.

As I’ve learned through recent polling data, the 202nd 
Legislative District overwhelmingly supports an 
increase in the minimum wage and I will continue to 
push to make that happen in Harrisburg.

The assets test that 
had been used to 
eliminate some low-
income people from 
food stamp eligibility 
has been discontinued 
by the Wolf 
administration. This is 
a great step forward 
for fighting poverty.

The widely hated 
test had tied federal 
food-stamp benefits 
– now known as the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, 
or SNAP – to people’s 
bank accounts and car 
ownership. I believe 

In April, I was proud to vote to renew the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program to make sure nearly 
150,000 low- and moderate-income Pennsylvania 
children – including more than 20,000 kids in 
Philadelphia – get the health care they need, and 
that their working parents have the peace of mind to 
know their children are covered for preventive and 
emergency care.   

The program, created in 1992 by the Democratic 
state legislative majorities and Gov. Robert P. Casey, 
is for parents who work and make too much money 
for Medicaid, but lack private insurance. It was set to 
expire at the end of this year. 

I wasn’t going to let that happen. The healthier our 
children are, the better they’ll do in school and the 
more success they’ll have in life. Renewing this 
program is a smart investment in our state’s present 
and future.

The bill awaits action by the state Senate; hopefully, 
the Republican Senate majority will act in the best 
interests of our children, and not in support of right-
wing ideology.

To find out more or to see if your child is eligible, 
contact my office or visit CHIP online at www.
chipcoverspakids.com.

My office has received Property Tax/Rent Rebate 
Program applications from the state Department of 
Revenue – and my staff is ready to help you file yours.

Changes enacted last year that I supported, now 
exclude Social Security cost-of-living adjustments from 
being considered as part of one’s income, as well as 
allowing rebates to be filed on behalf of deceased 
claimants, provided the deceased lived at least one 
day in 2014, compared to the entire year, as previously 
required.

With CHIP, your children are guaranteed 
to receive comprehensive insurance 
coverage, including:

 Immunizations 
 Routine check-ups 
 Prescription drugs 
 Dental care 
 Vision and eye care 
 Maternity care 
 Mental health benefits 
 Up to 90 days hospitalization/year 
 Durable medical equipment 
 Substance abuse treatment 
 Partial hospitalization for mental  

 health services 
 Rehabilitation therapies 
 Home health care 
 Hospice and Palliative services 
 Medically necessary orthodontia 
 Autism spectrum disorder-related  

 services

Minimum wage hike proposed again

Food stamp assets test eliminated

Fighting to keep children healthy with CHIP

Property Tax/Rent Rebate forms now 
available

What are the benefits?

The hardworking men and women living in our 
commonwealth deserve a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s 
work. I hope Pennsylvania Republicans – the majority 
in the state House and the state Senate – will give up 
their opposition to making the minimum wage more of a 
family-supporting wage.

we should be encouraging savings and property 
ownership, not discouraging it.

As Democratic chairman of the House Human Services 
Committee, I was against the assets test when it was 
first proposed in 2012 by former Gov. Tom Corbett 
and legislative Republicans in Harrisburg. Despite 
my strong vocal opposition and that of many others, 
unfortunately, they pushed through the mean-spirited 
proposal anyway. It was all about complicating and 
discouraging food stamp applications, not about 
fighting fraud and waste.

The Wolf administration said implementation of the 
test had a consistent error rate of 30-35%, which hurt 
people with disabilities and older Pennsylvanians when 
they tried to get food stamps.

The state Department of Human Services said 
the policy change will save $3.5 million annually 
by easing administrative burdens and costs to the 
commonwealth.

Advocates for low-income people have said the asset 
test was a barrier for those struggling with hard times 
because it penalized the poor for saving money, and 
bogged applicants down in red tape.

Pennsylvania was one of only 12 states to institute 
such a test. Some 1.83 million low-income 
Pennsylvanians receive monthly SNAP benefits, state 
figures show.

The best way to reduce food 
stamp usage is to have a 
growing economy, creating new 
jobs for the unemployed and 
the underemployed.

The rebate program benefits eligible Pennsylvanians 
65 or older, widows and widowers 50 or older, and 
people with disabilities 18 or older. The income limit is 
$35,000 a year for homeowners and $15,000 annually 
for renters. Half of Social Security income is excluded 
and the maximum standard rebate is $650.

Claimants must reapply for rebates every year because 
rebates are based on annual income and property 
taxes or rent paid annually. 

The deadline to apply for a rebate on property taxes 
or rent paid in 2014 is June 30, 2015, and the rebates 
will be distributed beginning July 1. The deadline may 
be extended, but it is best to be certain and to get the 
refund as soon as possible.

Please ignore offers to assist with filing the 
application for a fee. My office offers help at no 
charge, and the Revenue Department does not 
charge a fee to process your application.

Applications are also available online at www.revenue.
pa.gov or by calling 1-888-222-9190.

People in Household/Medicaid eligibility* 
threshold 138% Federal Poverty Level
1 – $16,243  
2 – $21,984 

3 – $27,725  
4 – $33,465 

For each additional household member, add $5,741.

There are four ways to sign up for benefits:

1) Online by visiting www.COMPASS.state.pa.us 

2) By mailing an application to the Philadelphia  
 County Assistance Office

3) By phone 1-866-550-4355  
 or TTY 1-877-202-3021

4) In person at the Philadelphia County   
 Assistance Office Headquarters

801 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
(215) 560-7226

Boulevard District 
4109 Frankford Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 
(215) 560-6500

Unity District 
4111 Frankford Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 
(215) 560-6400



For more information, visit www.HealthChoicesPA.com.
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Gov. Tom Wolf recently announced the successful 
transfer of 121,234 people from the Tom Corbett 
Healthy PA plan to a fuller, better Medicaid expansion 
plan called HealthChoices. This is good news for 
people across the commonwealth.

This transfer provides greater health care coverage in 
a simpler and streamlined manner to Pennsylvanians 
who are most in need. All future applications will now 
go through the new simplified HealthChoices system.

The HealthChoices expansion moves low- and 
moderate-income Pennsylvanians to a single, 
comprehensive adult benefit package that provides 
enhanced coverage for both physical and behavioral 
health.  

Wolf announced the plan in February, because of 
obstacles to health care under Corbett’s plan. It 
resulted in: 1) patients having their benefits wrongfully 
denied; 2) extreme delays in processing applications; 
3) jeopardized coverage for people who were placed 
into a wrong benefits package.

I opposed the Corbett plan when it was proposed. 
I introduced a resolution that called on Corbett to 
drop his opposition to full Medicaid expansion. I 
also co-sponsored a bill that would have mandated 
full Medicaid expansion. Unfortunately, majority 
Republicans stopped both of those proposals.

Those who enrolled in the General Assistance and 
Select Plan program in December 2014 will be 

I encourage you to 
consider taking part 
in PennDOT’s Yellow 
Dot Program.

Pennsylvania’s 
Yellow Dot Program 
was created to 
assist citizens in 
the “golden hour” 
of emergency care 
following a traffic 
accident when they 
may not be able to communicate their needs 
themselves. Placing a yellow dot in your vehicle’s 
rear window alerts first responders to check your 
glove compartment for vital information to ensure 
you receive the medical attention you need. 

The program is a cooperative effort among the 
Pennsylvania Departments of Transportation, 
Health and Aging; the Pennsylvania State Police, 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission and first 
responders and local law enforcement. 

Participants complete a personal information 
form, which includes the participant’s name, 
contact information, emergency contact 
information, medical history and medications, 
allergies and the participant’s doctors’ names. 
A photo – showing only the participant’s head 
and shoulders – is then taped to the front of the 
completed information sheet.

The yellow dot decal provided in the program 
kit is placed in the lower left corner of the 
participant’s vehicle’s rear windshield. The decal 
should be no higher than 3 inches from the 
bottom of the windshield. This decal alerts first 
responders that vital information can be found in 
the vehicle.

Place the completed information sheet, with the 
attached picture, into the Yellow Dot folder, and 
then place the folder into the vehicle’s glove box.

For more information on Pennsylvania’s Yellow 
Dot Program or to request a kit, visit www.
YellowDot.pa.gov. You can also call PennDOT at 
(717) 787-6746 or my constituent services offices 
for help.

Thursday, May 14 | 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Lawncrest Recreation Center 
6000 Rising Sun Ave. 
Philadelphia 19111

Thursday, May 28  
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Johnnie’s Italian Fine 
Cuisine Restaurant 
4201 Comly St. 
Philadelphia 19145

HealthChoices, the state’s expanded Medicaid program, in effect

Please let me know what you think
If you see things here that you like, please let me know. Also please let me know about 
anything you think should have been here, or is erroneous or incomplete. I would be 
glad to discuss these or any other state issues with any individual or group of people.

As always, my offices are always available to serve you.

State Representative Mark B. Cohen, 202nd Legislative District

Capitol Office:  
127 Irvis Office Building 
P.O. Box 202202 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2202 
(717) 787-4117

transferred from the Private Coverage Option to the 
new streamlined adult benefit package.

New applicants will be enrolled in the new adult benefit 
package, with coverage provided by the HealthChoices 
managed care organizations.

Phase 2 will begin in July and end in September. All 
remaining Private Coverage Option enrollees will 
transfer into HealthChoices by Sept. 1, 2015.

Meantime, I am worried that legislative Republicans will 
attempt to make cuts to the program, similar to what 
is being proposed in Washington, D.C. by those who 
don’t like the federal Obamacare health plan.

Yellow Dot can help during emergencies

State Rep. Mark Cohen & Rising Sun 
Business Revitalization Group Present…
Older Adults Health & Fitness Fair

You’re invited to Rep. Mark Cohen’s 
Older Adult Health and Wellness Cookout

 Car registrations, special tags, handicap placards, 
titles and driver’s license applications

 Information on financial assistance for higher 
education 

 Assistance in obtaining and completing state forms of 
all kinds

 Voter registration and absentee ballot applications
 Unemployment compensation, disability and workers’ 

compensation
 Birth and death certificates
 Problems with the Department of Human Services 

(food stamps, medical and income assistance)
 Pennsylvania income tax questions or problems
 Requests for literature of all kinds – bills, regulations, 

statutes, Pennsylvania maps, senior citizen 
information

 Citations from the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives for outstanding accomplishments and 
family milestones

 Complaints or questions about utilities and the Public 
Utility Commission 

 Complaints and problems with insurance companies
 Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications
 Property Tax/Rent Rebate problems or questions
 Problems or questions about the state lottery
 PACE prescription assistance for senior citizens
 Consumer complaints
 Liquor Control Board concerns or questions
 Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or groups
 Information about federal, state and local government 

agencies
 Any problem with state government!

My office can help you with:

7012 Castor Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19149 
(215) 342-6340 
Mon. – Fri. 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

6349 Rising Sun Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19111 
(215) 342-2167  
(215) 342-2168 
Mon. – Fri. 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

District Offices: 

For either event please RSVP to Deb Whittingham by calling (215) 342-2167 or email 
dmurphy-whittingham@pahouse.net or Wesley Brown – wbrown@pahouse.net.

Visit with 40+ exhibitors who will have information on a variety of topics including:
 Bureau of Consumer Protection 
 PACE/PACENET Program 
 SEPTA 

 Blood pressure and dental screenings 
 Fitness tips 

 (A free light lunch will be provided)
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